
ists that stop where it is not 
required or expected create the 
risk of being rear-ended putting 
themselves and trail users at 
increased risk. Furthermore, 
oncoming traffic may not stop 
as they are not normally re-
quired to, creating additional 
risk to everyone. These risks 
can be avoided if everyone 
understands and follows the 
rules.  

Remember that safety is every-
one’s responsibility.  We can all 
make a difference by following 
the rules and exercising caution 
around crosswalks and trail 
crossings.   

 

Respectfully,  

Paul A. Falls 

Director of Public Safety  

In recent years, we have experi-
enced a lot of growth within our 
City as well as the surrounding 
area.  As a result, traffic vol-
umes have increased dramati-
cally.  With more population, 
there are more people using 
crosswalks and trail crossings.   

This presents some challenging 
safety issues. The rules regard-
ing crosswalks and trail cross-
ings are very different and can 
be confusing for everyone.  
Crosswalks and trail crossings 
often times have similar mark-
ings making it difficult to tell the 
difference. While they may look 
similar, the rules regarding them 
are very different. The signage 
is the best way to tell if it is a 
crosswalk or trail crossing.  Here 
are some guidelines to help 
clarify this topic.    

The general rule is that pedestri-
ans have the right of way within 
a crosswalk, while vehicular 
traffic has the right of way at trail 
crossings. The definitive differ-
ence is that the law requires 

Trista Day will be held on Sat-
urday, May 16th from 11:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  This annual 
public safety awareness event 
is sponsored by the City of 
Minnetrista and the Crime 
Prevention Fund.  It features 
events for people of all ages 
including safety education 
displays, kids’ activities, enter-
tainment, product displays, 
promotional items, and free 
food!  However, it takes many 
volunteers, vendors and do-

nors to make Trista Day a suc-
cess.  Trista Day is a great 
opportunity for your business or 
organization to promote itself to 
area residents through a booth.  
It is a great way to serve your 
community, promote safety 
awareness and have fun! 

If you are interested in helping 
make Trista Day a success by 
contributing as a vendor, enter-
tainer, booth-holder, and/or 
volunteer, please contact the 
Police Department at (952)446-

1131 or po-
lice@ci.minnetrista.mn.us 

You can also visit our website 
for information and for the 
vendor booth registration 
form.  Booth applications 
must be received by April 30, 
2020. 

 

 

Crosswalk or Trail Crossing ?  What’s the  Difference? 
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motorists to stop for pedestrians 
within a crosswalk.  It does not 
require vehicular traffic to stop for 
trail crossings unless they are 
marked with specific traffic control 
devices. Most trail crossings are 
marked with stop or yield signs 
for the trail users.  In other words, 
trail users are responsible for 
yielding to vehicular traffic.  It is 
imperative that trail users obey 
the signs to ensure their safety.  

Consistency is key to ensuring 
safety.  By having clear rules and 
following them, people know what 
to expect and as a result they 
react predictably and appropriate-
ly. When people change or do not 
follow the rules, it creates incon-
sistency which results in unpre-
dictability and increased risk.   

For example, when motorists stop 
to allow trail users to cross the 
road even though the trail user 
does not have the right of way, it 
creates undue risk. While I re-
spect the Good Samaritan, this 
scenario actually creates more 
danger than it prevents.  Motor-

U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S :  

 City-wide 
Clean Up Day 
May 9th 

 Trista Day 
May 16th 
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Temporary road 

restrictions are 

typically in place 

until May 

Minnetrista Road Restrictions 

Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over 

Minnetrista Police Reserves 
The Minnetrista Police Depart-
ment is accepting applications 
for positions with the Volunteer 
Reserve Unit.  The purpose of 
the Reserve Unit is to provide 
support services to the citizens 
we serve and to the members 
of the Minnetrista Police.  
These services include traffic 
control, crime prevention, citi-
zen and neighborhood watch 
programs, residence and busi-
ness checks, security assign-
ments, and emergency call-outs 
to disasters and crisis situa-
tions. 

To qualify for the position, appli-
cants must: 

 Be 18 years or older 

 Have a valid MN drivers 
license 

 Pass an oral interview 

 Pass a complete back-
ground investigation 

 After acceptance, Re-
serves must successfully 
complete the Hennepin 
County Reserve Course  

If you would like an applica-

tion or have any questions 

regarding the Reserve pro-

gram, please contact Officer 

Thompson at (952)446-1131. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tragically, March 17th has 
become one of the nation’s 
deadliest holidays.  Let’s make 
2020 safe.  Us this party plan-
ning checklist to stay safe this 
St. Patrick’s Day. 

Party Preparation:  Designate 
a sober, reliable driver to get 
you home safely.  Find the 
name of a taxi company or use 
an Uber. 

On St. Patrick’s Day: Before 
you take your first sip of green 
beer, leave your keys at home 
or give them to a friend.  En-
sure your designated driver has 
committed to a sober evening.  

Keep the streets safe this St. 
Patrick’s Day!  Don’t drink and 
drive. 

As one of the country’s most 
popular holidays, St. Patrick’s 
Day has long celebrated the 
roots of 34.2 million Americans 
with Irish ancestry.  But the 
number of DWI arrests from 
that day continue to grow.  This 
year, if you’ll be drinking alco-
hol, Minnetrista law enforce-
ment officials will be patrolling 
the area all day and night in a 
campaign to crack down on 
drunk drivers and keep the 
streets safe for everyone. 

If you're the designated driver, 
do not drink.  Your friends are 
relying on you, as are the peo-
ple with whom you share the 
road. 

Every Day: First, commit to 
driving sober today, St. Pat-
rick’s Day, and every day.  
Second, always keep the num-
ber of a taxi company or Uber 
in your phone/wallet so you 
have a backup plan if you find 
yourself in need of a sober 
driver.  Don’t let pride get in the 
way of calling a sober friend or 
family member to get you home 
safely. 

tons per axle with some roads 
having higher limits. 

If you are having large trucks 
deliver to your home during the 
weight restriction months, 
please contact the City office to 
find out what the limit is on your 
road. 

The Minnetrista Police currently 
carry scales in their patrol vehi-
cles to measure trucks to en-
sure they are abiding by the 
weight restrictions.  They do 
enforce these weight re-

strictions and will ticket anyone 
who does not meet the require-
ments. 

For more information, visit the 
Public Works section of the City 
website: 

www.cityofminnetrista.com 

Temporary road restrictions will 
be posted beginning in March. 
Once the road is posted it be-
comes officially restricted.  
Restrictions will be in place until 
around mid May. Traffic limita-
tions are necessary at this cru-
cial time for the road system.  
Heavy loads can cause exten-
sive damage to the base and 
surface of the street.  Repairs 
to both gravel and bituminous 
roads are costly for city taxpay-
ers.  During this time, most of 
the City’s roads are limited to 4 

If you see a drunk 

driver on the road, 

contact local police 

when it is safe to do 

so.  You could save a 

life. 

C R I M E  F I G H T E R  

www.cityofminnetrista.com
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The Minnesota AMBER Alert pro-
gram was established in 2002 to 
increase the visibility of certain 
kinds of child abduction cases.  
The AMBER Alert program is a 
program in which broadcasters 
and transportation authorities im-
mediately distribute information 
about recent child abductions to 
the public, enabling the entire 
community to assist in the search 
for and safe recovery of the child. 

How do AMBER Alerts work? 

Once law enforcement has been 
notified about an abducted child, 
they must first determine if the 
case meets their AMBER Alert 
program’s criteria. 

The U.S. Department of Justice 
recommends the following criteria 
for issuing an AMBER Alert: 

 There is reasonable belief by 
law enforcement an abduc-
tion has occurred. 

 The abduction is of a child 
age 17 years or younger. 

 The law enforcement agency 
believes the child is in immi-
nent danger of serious bodily 
injury or death. 

 There is enough descriptive 
information about the victim 
and abduction for law en-
forcement to issue an AM-

BER Alert to assist in the 
recovery of the child. 

 The child’s name and other 
critical data elements, includ-
ing Child Abduction flag, have 
been entered into the Nation-
al Crime Information Center 
(NCIC) computer. 

If these criteria are met, alert infor-
mation is assembled for public 
distribution.  The information may 
include descriptions and pictures 
of the missing child, suspected 
abductor, and a suspected vehicle 
along with any other information 
available and valuable to identify-
ing the child and suspect. 

The information is then distributed 
to radio stations designated as 
primary stations under Federal 
Communications Commission’s 
(FAA) Emergency Alert System 
(EAS).  The primary stations send 
the same information to area radio 
and television stations and cable 
systems via the EAS, and partici-
pating stations immediately broad-
cast the information to millions of 
listeners.  Radio stations interrupt 
programming to announce the 
Alert, and television stations and 
cable systems run a “crawl” on the 
screen along with a picture of the 
child. 

Some states are also incorporat-
ing electronic highway billboards 

in their AMBER plans.  The bill-
boards, typically used to dissemi-
nate traffic information for drivers, 
now alert the public of abducted 
children by displaying pertinent 
information about the child, abduc-
tor, or suspected vehicle that driv-
ers might look for on highways. 

There are several other ways to 
receive AMBER Alerts which are 
described further at the MN BCA 
Webpage. 

 Wireless 

 Tweets 

 Facebook 

 Crime Alert 

 

There have been 36 Amber Alerts 
in Minnesota since the program's 
inception. All but one child has been 
located alive. The BCA and all 
agencies involved with the pro-
gram know that safe recoveries are 
great part due to the people of Min-
nesota stepping up when a child is 
most in need of help.  

tween 2am and 6am, Novem-
ber 1st—March 31st. 

 

ST. BONIFACIUS 

No motor vehicle parking on the 
streets between 3am and 7am, 
November 1st—April 1st. 

 

Even if there is no snow on the 
ground, the ordinance is still in 

effect. 

The lake access parking re-
strictions are in effect all year 
long, which includes the winter 
months.  Be sure to read all 
signs at the boat landings for 
parking restrictions and hours. 

VIOLATORS WILL BE ISSUED 
CITATIONS. 

 

We would like to remind resi-
dents of Minnetrista and St. 
Bonifacius that the winter park-
ing rules are still in effect.   

The following is a summary of 
the rules for each city and the 
dates the restrictions are lifted: 

 

MINNETRISTA 

No parking on streets be-

Winter Parking Reminder / Lake Access Parking 

Winter parking 

restrictions are 

still in effect 

for both 

Minnetrista 

and St. 

Bonifacius 

https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/bca/Pages/default.aspx


related crime and to emphasize 
the importance of reporting suspi-
cious activity to the proper local 
law enforcement authorities. 

Take Action: 

Don’t leave it to someone else.  If 
you see something suspicious, 
call 911 or your local authorities 
and report the suspicious activity.  
HSEM and the Federal Depart-
ment of Homeland Security are 
training law enforcement across 
Minnesota on what to do when 
they receive suspicious activity 
reports.  We have a system in 
place to spot trends.  And we will 
follow up.  Your call could be the 
one that makes a difference. 

Factors such as race, ethnicity, 
national origin, or religious affilia-
tion alone are not suspicious.  The 
public should report only suspi-
cious behavior and situations ra-
ther than beliefs, thoughts, ideas, 

“If you SEE something, SAY 
something” 

The Minnesota Department of 
Public Safety Division of Home-
land Security and Emergency 
Management wants every Minne-
sotan to know they have an oppor-
tunity—in fact a responsibility—to 
make their community safer. 

Local residents know better than 
anyone else what is out of place.  
Examples may include: 

 Picture taking of entrances 
and exits of public buildings 

 Entering restricted areas 

 Leaving a package unattend-
ed 

The nationwide “If You See Some-
thing, Say Something” public 
awareness campaign—is a simple 
and effective program to raise 
public awareness of terrorism-

expressions, associations, or 
speech unrelated to terrorism or 
other criminal activity. 

 

For more information, visit the 
HSEM website at: 

www.dps.state.mn.us 

7651 County Road 110 W 

Minnetrista, MN  55364 

Phone: (952)446-1131 

Fax:     (952)446-1623 

Email:   police@ci.minnetrista.mn.us 

 

Minnetrista Public Safety 

Department 

Homeland Security 

Fight Crime.  Promote Safety 

Contact Information 

Visit our website: 

www.cityofminnetrista.com 

www.cityofminnetrista.com
www.dps.state.mn.us

